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The Cleveland Museum of Art is exhibiting for the first time its collection of 
Korean Art, as part of the fifth annual Asian Autumn celebration. Each autumn, in 
accord with the Asian custom of celebrating the turn of the seasons, the Museum 
draws special exhibitions from its renowned collections of Asian art. 

Korean art was an interest of some of the Museum’s early supporters, whose 
generosity provided the foundation of the present holdings, including 18th- and 19th- 
century Buddhist paintings, metalwork, and celadon ceramics of the Koryo period 
(llth-13th centuries). During the 1960s and 70s, curators added works that testify to 
Korea’s role as a cultural link between China and Japan, such as the hanging scroll 
titled Shakvamuni and Two Attendants, dated about 1300. 

Within the last half-dozen years, the Museum’s pui’chases of Korean art reflect 
a new interest in its distinctively Korean character. Three such works recently 
acquired, and exhibited here for the first time, are the 10-panel DiamnnH Mmintain 
screen, a stoneware bottle with inlaid peony design (Choson period, 15th century), and 
a unique inlaid lacquer box, probably an 18th-century royal commission. These new 
pieces, and the view of Korean art and culture they represent, are noteworthy aspects 
of the Asian collections. 

Michael R. Cunningham, chief curator of Asian art, organized the exhibition. 

He has borrowed a few pieces from private collectors to exhibit with the Museum’s 
collection, in an effort to provide a balanced and accurate view of Korea’s cultural 
history. This exhibition attempts to introduce Korean art, which is not well known, to 
a wider public. 
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